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The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips  every  weekend,  ranging  from easy  (minimal  experience  required)  to  hard  (high
fitness  and  experience  required).  We  also  organise  instructional  courses  and  hold
fortnightly social meetings. We have a club hut in Arthurs Pass and have gear available
for hire to members. Membership rates per year are $45 member, $65 couple, $20 junior
or associate, plus $15 for members who opt to obtain a paper newsletter. 

For more about how the club operates, see the last two pages. 
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Notices

The Clubs 90th Birthday celebrations in  October  are  notified  as upcoming trips  in  this
newsletter.  
Please go to the trip sign-up web page to include yourself in these events or call one of the
organisers listed for each event.

If you receive the FMC Bulletin Backcountry from another affiliated club as well as CTC
then we would like you to remove your name from the club’s FMC Bulletin mailing list. The
cost of mailing this bulletin is about $3 each of which the club subsidises about half of the
cost. The rises in postal costs for all club mailing in recent times has made it one of our
biggest expenses.  The mail list preference is set on our website as part of your details
and  you  can  email  John.Kerkofs@gmail.com or  editor@ctc.org.nz to  have  this
preference changed.

Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from 'Z' Russley (formerly Caltex) on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd.  If
the departure point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton.
Day trips usually depart at 8 am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on
either Friday evening or Saturday morning. 

New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or
contact the trip leader in advance.

Social: We meet on alternate Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the CMLC (Canterbury Mineral &
Lapidary Club) building at 110 Waltham Road, Waltham. This new building, beside and on
the south side of Waltham School, is about 100m south of the Brougham St/Waltham Rd
intersection. Waltham Road is the southern extension of Barbadoes Street. A variety of
social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served.  If
you can give a presentation or have ideas, please phone Bryce Williamson  021-0232-
2310 or email bryce.williamson68@gmail.com. Please note that formalities start at 7:45
pm sharp, and if there is a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8 pm sharp.

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please
book and pay before leaving town; the club bank account number is 38-9017-0279838-00
(Kiwibank/Christchurch Tramping Club). Include your name and the words hut fees in the
particulars/code/reference fields. Phone Donald Carnielo 338-9865 for booking and key
code; or if he’s away, Chris McGimpsey 027 6573070; or if they’re both away, Rex Vink
3525329. Hut fees are $15 member, $15 member's partner,  $25 non-member, $5 kids
under  12.  If  you  find  any  problems  or  maintenance  required,  please  contact  the  hut
convenor, Donald Carnielo.
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Equipment Hire:  The Club has a range of
equipment  for  hire.  The  Gear  Custodian  is
Barney  Stephenson,  ph.  027  358  3281  .
Note:  club  gear  assigned  to  you  is  your
responsibility; please take care of it.  Please
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to
the  outside  of  your  pack  can  be  easily
punctured when bush bashing or even lost.
This  may  result  in  serious damage to  your
bank account! Please air and dry tents after
taking  them on  a  trip  even  if  they  are  not
used,  and  report  any  damage  to  the  gear
custodian.
A more detailed list is on our website under
the Member’s menu, Gear Hire

Rates for Gear Hire:

Tent $5/person/night

Ice axes, crampons $5 per item per
day  ($10
weekend)

Avalanche kits 
(transceiver+probe+shove
l)

$5 per item per
day  ($10
weekend)

Large 70L packs $2 per weekend

Helmets Free

Extra snow shovels $5 per item per
weekend

Weekend 1-2 October 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Hannah Watt 0273725111
hanrosewatt@gmail.com

A (Mildly Chaotic) Brewster Hut Trip: So I have a plan, and it’s a
bit  chaotic  therefore  perfect  for  the  CTC.  We  will  leave
Christchurch at 4pm Friday and drive as far as we can – likely
Omarama/Lake Hawea or similar – and find a camp ground. Drive
down to the track start Saturday morning. Walk up to Brewster hut
– we should get there just after Midday. All going well we should
be able to head to Brewster Glacier which has been on my list for
far too long. We can camp/stay in the hut, if staying in the hut you
are responsible for hut tickets. On Sunday we will head down and
drive all the way home. This is a fine weather trip only, it would be
disappointing to drive all that way and not be able to swim in some
glacier melt. Note – the trip costs will be high if going by the CTC
trip cost calculator, so I would prefer to split petrol costs between
passengers at the end of the trip with a tip to the drivers. Perhaps
budget around $120,  and it  will  hopefully  be below that.  There
may also be a cost for a camp ground Friday night. 

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 28 Sept 
2022

Map: BZ13 Haast
Pass / 
Tioripatea 

Approx: $120

Sunday 2 October 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: David Sutton 021-1808081
Davidlsutton@yahoo.co.uk

Castle  Hill  Peak:  Climb  Foggy  Peak  then  continue  along  the
Torlesse Range to Castle Hill Peak. Return the same way. Feel
free to bring a helmet. 

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 2 Sept 2022

Map:  BW21 
Springfield

Approx: $25
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Wednesday Night 5 October Training

Trip leaders training course -- Michal Klajban and Alan Ross: 

Location is club rooms -this is not a regular club meeting night.

This  evening  is  a  great  opportunity  for  anyone  considering  becoming  a  trip  leader,
interested in doing so at a future date or looking to refresh their trip-leading knowledge
and skills. We’ll explain everything from deciding where to go, right through to calculating
the transport cost at the end of the trip, and everything in between. If  you intend on
leading just one trip a year, or doing it regularly, this course will put you on the right track
to get started. If you’ve ever wanted to tramp in a particular area but don’t have people to
go with, being a trip leader is an excellent way of making it happen and having a social
group to join you. You get to decide the location, route, speed and maximum numbers
etc. Please sign up if you intend on attending. An email with information on the evening
will be sent out in the week prior to the course. 

Wednesday 5 October 
Departure point: Bridle Path car park.

Leader: John Kerkhofs 0212429253
john.kerkhofs@gmail.com

Wednesday Social Walk #13 – Mt Cavendish via Scotts Valley
Reserve: 

Hang on, I hear you say – there’s no track there! Exactly – that’s
the whole point.  I’ve been waiting for daylight saving to kick in
because this might just be a little bit too much fun in the dark. 

Being able to see where we are going in daylight will remove a bit
of  the uncertainty  when we go free-range from the start  of  the
pipeline to pick a way through the rocky outcrops to reach the
Summit Road under the gondola. 

After that we’ll continue eastwards on the Summit Road until we
reach the top of the Major Hornbrook track. From there we’ll go
over the Mt Cavendish summit and connect with the Crater Rim
Walkway. The Bridle Path will take us back to the start.

Grade: Easy - with 
a bit of off-
track that 
might be 
described 
as 
moderate.

Closes: 5 Oct 2022

Map:  

Approx: Free

− 4 −



Long Weekend 7-9 October 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Kelly Purdie 027 614 2255
bristolblonde32@hotmail.com

Brewster Hut :  Following on from Hannahs trip planned for the
start of October, I will run another one the following weekend, due
to the amount of interested people. We will leave ChCh on Friday
morning at 7am. It is a 6 hour + drive via Tekapo or 7 hours + via
Hokitika (we’ll decide on the day due to weather). Drive straight to
the start of the track and walk up to the hut and spend 2 nights
here. DOC says 3-4 hours of 1000m+ climb so it is steep - Near
the car park, Brewster Track crosses the Haast River. This is not
bridged and the river needs to be walked through. This crossing is
dangerous when the river is in flood, usually during/after heavy
rain or when there is snow melt. We cannot book bunks in this 12
serviced bunk hut, but you still need to buy 2 serviced green hut
tickets (I believe $15 per night), or use your backcountry hut pass.
Camping is not recommended and after talking to Zack, camping
seems  to  be  impossible  due  to  the  high  grass/scrub  in  the
surrounding area anyway. Saturday will be chilling and glacier fun
(dependant on skills and gear). Sunday - walk back down to the
cars  and  drive  home.  I  will  talk  to  DOC  closer  to  the  time
specifically  about  this  glacier  information.  If  the  weather  isn’t
favourable, we’ll discuss other trip options. 

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes: 5 Oct 2022

Map: BZ13 Haast
Pass / 
Tioripatea 

Approx: $100+ 
including 
campsite/hu
t fees ($30)

Weekend 8-9 October 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Hannah Watt 0273725111
hanrosewatt@gmail.com

Mt Fyffe - Full Moon Trip - Rescheduled:  One of my favourite
sunrise hikes. Mt Fyffe is in the Kaikoura ranges and looks right
over  the South Pacific  ocean,  as you can imagine,  the sunrise
views from the  summit  are  second to  none.  Lucky for  us  very
close to a full moon. We will drive to Kaikoura on Saturday and
walk up in the afternoon, camping near the hut. For those keen
beans,  on  Sunday  we  will  get  up  and  start  hiking  at  a  fresh
4.30am to have a brew and watch the sun rise from the summit at
6.45. If no one wants to wake up, I will select a lucky individual
who will be forced to come up with me. With any luck, it will be a
clear morning and we should be able to hike up by the light of the
full moon. 

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes:7 Oct 2022

Map: BT27 
Kaikoura 

Approx: $60

Wednesday 12 October Social

New and prospective  members  meeting  --  Chantal  McCarthy:  New to  tramping?
Have you been following our adventures on our Facebook page but aren’t sure how to
join or if you are fit enough? Have you been on a trip or two but feel that there are things
you’d like to ask? Come along to our prospective and new members’ night where you can
ask as many questions as you like! Meet some of our team, find out about what we do,
the basic gear you should have (and how to get  it),  and generally  learn how to get
started. We look forward to seeing you there (and there may be chocolate too :-) )
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Saturday 15 October 
Departure point: 637 Marshlands Road

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

Carol Horgan 027 212 7294
freestone.horgan@outlook.com

Club 90th Birthday afternoon tea: 

Come  all  to  the  Netherlands  Society  Cultural  Center,  637
Marshlands Road CHCH for afternoon tea and: 

1 - group photos. 

2 - vote on the 2022 Loo Loo award. 

3 - audio visual display of tramping history. 

4 - time travel through tramping gear. 

5 - add your chosen photo to club timeline display panels. 

6 - submit your entry in the mystery tramper competition. 

A general catch up with trampers past and present, with the usual
amount of tramping discussion. Tea, coffee & light refreshments
(maybe even salami  on  crackers  for  nostalgic  reasons)  will  be
served. This is the second club event of the day and it follows the
Bellbird walk in the morning which you can attend if you wish, but
they are run as stand alone events so it is not necessary to do so.
If  possible  please  pay  the  $20/person  fee  online  to  the:
Christchurch  Tramping  Club,  38-9017-0279838-00  (Kiwibank).
name of attendee tea fee in the reference field If you are unable to
pay online or access the trip sign up site contact the trip leader so
that you can be added to list. Chris McGimpsey, 025 657 3070,
tortistours@gmail.com 

Grade: Easy

Closes: 14 Oct 2022

Map:  

Approx: $20
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Saturday 15 October 
Departure point: Sign of the Bellbird

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

Symon Holmes 021 257 2720
symon_gnome@yahoo.co.nz

Barney Stephenson 027 358 3281
stephensonb_e@xtra.co.nz

Club 90th Birthday Bellbird trip: 

The very first trip run by the CTC went along the Summit Road
which provides excellent views of all the various places that the
club ran numerous trips over the last ninety years. 

So round up your old tramping mates, friends & family and come
along with your morning tea/lunch and wander as far or near as
you like along the tops. For the keen types it is possible to walk up
and along from numerous places ie Halswell Quarry to help work
up an appetite for lunch at the Bellbird. 

This one of 2 x official activities that are planned for the day and
depending on peoples circumstances you can attend any or all of
them as it best suits people. There will be a wide selection of tents
available so that you can have a go at pitching them all and for the
really experienced trampers you can demonstrate you talent to the
group by doing so while blindfolded.

Grade: Easy

Closes: 14 Oct 2022

Map:  

Approx: NA

Sunday 16 October 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: David Sutton 021-1808081
Davidlsutton@yahoo.co.uk

Mt  Foweraker  1804m:  Park  at  Hawdon  Shelter,  cross  the
Hawdon then bush bash to the trapping track that follows the ridge
over  Pt1035,  Pt1158  and  finally  Pt1720  before  continuing  to
Foweraker itself. Return the same way 

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 15 Oct 2022

Map: BV21 Cass

Approx: $25

− 7 −

mailto:symon_gnome@yahoo.co.nz
mailto:tortistours@gmail.com


Multi day trip 19-24 October 
Departure point: To be confirmed

Leader: Tomyu Hu 0226 589 688
tomyuhu@gmail.com

Kepler  Track,  Mt  Luxmore  Hut  Out  of  Season:  Looking  for
enough people to fill one car or two cars to do the Kepler Track
Great Walk out of season. Given the distance and the current cost
of fuel  would like 2 full  cars with 5 people per car.  The Kepler
Track is a well graded track. Day one is about 6 to 8 hours on a
good track with an 850m climb to Mt Luxmore Hut. Completing the
alpine section of the Kepler Track will be very dependent on the
weather and snow conditions. So an extra day has been added to
the trip as a bad weather day. The Kepler Track is typically a 3 to 4
day tramp. By going out of season and not needing to book the
huts means there is one spare day to wait out bad weather if we
need to.  Depending on the weather on day 2 of the tramp the
tramp may be 3 full days or 4 moderate days. The Kepler Track is
a moderate graded trip however if the weather is bad on the alpine
section then the grade would be moderate plus to difficult. Come
late  October  the  snow  conditions  should  not  be  too  bad.
Advantages of going out of season; cheaper hut fees, no need to
book huts so some flexibility which hut we stay in and for how
long, slightly fewer people. 

Grade: Moderate

Closes:2 Oct 2022

Map:  CD07 
Manapouri

Approx: $300+

Saturday 22 October 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 021-1685716
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Hogs Back: From the access road just west of Castle Hill Village,
a track follows Long Spur,  then through beech forest,  crossing
Long Creek and Waterfall Creek. We then go up Hogs Back itself
(1032m), traverse the ridge and drop down to Hogs Back Creek.
Back up to Long Spur and rejoin the track back to the cars. A mix
of on and off track tramping. Round trip 15kms, overall height gain
500m. 

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes: 21 Oct 2022

Map:  BW21 
Springfield

Approx: $20

Wednesday 26 October Social

Typical Coaster - Phil Walsh: Details to follow

Saturday 29 October 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 021-1685716
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Mt Alford: At 1171m, this minor peak is in the Alford Range, half
way between Mt Hutt and Mt Somers. We will  access it  via an
easement across private land and then through the Alford Scenic
Reserve – it’s small but includes good stands of beech. There is a
4WD track up part of the way to 900m, and then a route through
sub  alpine  vegetation,  to  the  summit.  Great  views  of  the
surrounding area. Height gain 700m, return the same way.

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes: 28 Oct 2022

Map:  BX20 
Methven

Approx: $20
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Saturday 29 October 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tour #52: A beginner’s guide to getting lost and what to
do about it, plus some general navigation & bushcraft skills. This
is a day of practical training to help trampers prepare for the day
when  their  day  trip  becomes  a  potential  overnight  sleep  over.
Bring your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humour.  Some older pre-torn clothes may be useful  as the trip
does involve some bush bashing. Bring your GPS and/or compass
if  you  have  one,  but  it  is  not  essential  because  they  will  be
provided for the navigation part of the exercise. We will stop at the
Rangiora Coffee Culture for tea, a Q&A session and a trip debrief
on the way home because the trip last till 5 – 6pm depending on
your navigation skills. This is the only club training course which is
open to non-members and it is designed for trampers looking to
step up from easy to moderate trips. 

NB the trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time 

Grade: Moderate at
easy pace

Closes:28 Oct 2022

Map:  

Approx: $20

Sunday 30 October 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tour #49: A beginner’s guide to getting lost and what to
do about it, plus some general navigation & bushcraft skills. This
is a day of practical training to help trampers prepare for the day
when  their  day  trip  becomes  a  potential  overnight  sleep  over.
Bring your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humour.  Some older pre-torn clothes may be useful  as the trip
does involve some bush bashing. Bring your GPS and/or compass
if  you  have  one,  but  it  is  not  essential  because  they  will  be
provided for the navigation part of the exercise. We will stop at the
Rangiora Coffee Culture for tea, a Q&A session and a trip debrief
on the way home because the trip last till 5 – 6pm depending on
your navigation skills. This is the only club training course which is
open to non-members and it is designed for trampers looking to
step up from easy to moderate trips. 

NB the trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time 

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 29 Oct 2022

Map:  

Approx: $20

Wednesday 9 November Social

Social night:  Social night to be confirmed
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Wednesday 23 November Social

Social night -- Larapinta Trail (David Sutton): 

David will tell us about his walk along the Larapinta Trail in the company of Emma, Ben
and Jacqui.

The Larapinta Trail is an extended walking track in the Northern Territory of Australia. Its
total length covers 223 kilometres from east to west, with the eastern end at Alice Springs
and the western end at Mount Sonder, one of the territory's highest mountains. 

Wednesday 7 December Social

Social night -- Cycling in Europe (Michael Hammond): 

Mike is going to tell about his cycle touring in Europe during the recently past northern
summer. 4000 kilometres of cycling, numerous ferry crossings, navigational mishaps and
a whole lot of fun.

Multi day trip 26 December-1 January 
Departure  point:  TBC  -  somewhere  we  can
safely store cars for the week, most likely a
participants house.

Leader: Lorraine Poole 027 660 9159
candl.poole@gmail.com

Five Passes, Mt Aspiring National Park.: 

This is a classic back country loop trip which includes the crossing
of Fohn Saddle, Cow Saddle, Fiery Col, Park Pass and Sugarloaf
Pass. Good navigation skills needed on alpine terrain. Everyone
needs to have studied the route. Approx 64 km, standard time is
5-7 days. We will do this in a counter clockwise direction. Anyone
that signs up needs to remember that this is a walking holiday.
However you need to have a good fitness level and experience off
track, with consecutive long days. There are no huts along this
circuit so tenting is our only option. The schedule is fixable and
weather dependant. 26th Day 1 Drive down to Sylvan Campsite.
Near the beginning of the Routeburn track. From here we may
catch a ride with Scenic River Jets to the start of the Beans Burn
River and walk a few km to the first flat. 27th Day 2 Up the Beans
Burn to Split Rock 6-7 hours. 28th Day 3 Split Rock to Fohn Lakes
4-5 hours. 29th Day 4 Fohn Lakes to Cow Saddle 7 hours. 30th
Day 5 Cow Saddle to Park Pass and hopefully a side trip to Park
Pass Glacier. 31st Day 6 Park Pass to Theatre Flat. 1st Jan  Day 7
Theatre Flat to Sugarloaf Pass or around to Sylvan Camp site and
home. 

Grade:Moderate/
Hard

Closes: 21 Dec 
2022

Map: CB09,CA09

Approx: petrol + jet 
ride TBD
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Multi day trip 26 December-4 January 
Departure  point:  TBC  -  somewhere  we  can
safely  stow  cars  for  10  days,  likely  a
participants house. 

Leader: Hannah Watt 0273725111
hanrosewatt@gmail.com

New Years in  Nelson Lakes NP :  🌞 10 days in  the  glorious
Nelson Lakes National  Park completing the full  Travers Sabine
circuit + some. This will be a walking holiday – we can take all our
new Christmas gear  and  extra  treats  to  relax  in  the  sunshine,
there will be lots of swimming, napping in the sun & hut bagging.
My plan is to do the circuit clockwise, beginning and ending at Mt
Robert carpark, celebrating new years at Blue Lake Hut or Lake
Constance  and  spending  the  final  night  in  the  hotel-quality
Angelus  hut.  Side  trips  will  include  (but  are  not  limited  to)
Hopeless  Hut,  Mt  Angelus,  Sunset  Saddle,  Cupola  Hut  &
Hinapouri tarns. We will be staying in an assortment of epic camp
spots and in/around huts. Days will  be a mixture of around 4-9
hours walking with some hefty height gain on some, enough to
potentially regret the treats we packed. We will leave Christchurch
on the 26th December - walking into our first hut that afternoon -
and be back in Chch on the 4th January. Everything in between
that will depend on the weather, how fast we go and how much we
ate on Christmas day. There is an extra day built in for whatever
we want (I have popped it at Angelus as a placeholder, however
we may want it on new years day or for a rainy hut day). Although
it will be relaxed, social & fun, a good level of fitness & experience
will  still  be  required  for  the  circuit,  with  the  ability  to  walk
consecutive long days. If the weather north isn’t appealing plan B
will be in Mt Aspiring (likely West & East Matukituki) or 10 days in
& around the Rockburn.  I  can guarantee we will  still  be hiking
somewhere! 

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 19 Dec 
2022

Map: BS24 
Mount 
Robert 

Approx: $100 + 
hut/camp 
fees
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Multi day trip 1-8 January 
Departure point: Christchurch Airport

Leader: Bill Johnson 02040820100
mail.billjohnson@gmail.com

Kaweka Range Loop - Hawkes Bay :  Each year I like to do a
long fitness trip over the Christmas holiday break. This year Kelly
Purdy and I are heading to the Kaweka Range in Hawkes Bay to
do a big loop bagging huts. Most of the trip is along ridges 1200m-
1700m. Below is a tentative route for a rough idea, but we plan to
do 8-10 hour days ending up at huts. We’ll also be doing side trips
to bag other huts. The times below are on Liz Wightwick and Ian
did  on  a  previous  speedy  walk.  Please  note  that  most  days
timings include side trips to other huts. So, you can make this trip
a little bit shorter if you wish; Day 1 - fly ChCh to Napier. Airport to
Road End = 90 mins. Road End to Macintosh Hut for night 1 = 5
hours. Day 2 - to Kiwi Mouth Hut = 8.5 hours. Day 3 - Manson Hut
= 3 hours. Day 4 - Rocks Ahead Hut = 6 hours. Day 5 - Venison
Tops Hut = 10 hours. Day 6 - Ballard Hut = 2.5 hours. Day 7 -
Road End = 10.5 hours. Makahu Saddle Hut is 300 metres from
road end,  so  tent/hut  here  for  the  last  night.  Day 8  -  Drive  to
airport and fly back to ChCh

Grade:Moderate/
Hard

Closes: 28 Dec 
2022

Map:  BJ37

Approx: TBD

Wednesday 15 February Social

Yoga for Trampers -- Charlene McLenaghan: Details to come

Multi day trip 5-18 June 
Departure point: Either Calenzana in the North
or Conca in the South

Leader: Bill Johnson 02040820100
mail.billjohnson@gmail.com

Corsica  GR20  -  June  2023:  The  GR20  is  a  mythical  long
distance hiking trail that traverses the island of Corsica diagonally,
from Calenzana in the North to Conca in the South. The 180km
trail  follows  the  granite  backbone  of  mountains  that  divide  the
island in two, many of which soar above 2000m altitude and has
an overall  altitude gain of 12,000m. The GR20 is the best and
toughest  long distance hike out  there!  Stunningly  beautiful  and
varied. If you do a stage per day, it takes roughly 16 days, this will
depend, of course, on your fitness and the weather. In the North,
you are constantly doing steep ascents and plunging descents. In
the South, there are different challenges, such as, long technical
exposed ridges. Here is a good video overview of the trip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3L7bovqnVkI 

A couple of good websites with more info are located here: 

https://www.thehikinglife.com/2017/03/a-quick-dirty-guide-to-
corsicas-gr20/ 

http://www.le-gr20.fr/en/ 

Trip will be approximately 16 days total.

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 31 May 
2023

Map:  C’est 
Corse!

Approx: TBD
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Trip Reports

27 August 2022

Evans Pass to Godley Head and Boulder Bay

For this trip, I decided to take my son Ellic who’s been asking for “walk” since 6 AM. “Do
you want breakfast buddy?” “Wa!” “Maybe some porridge?” “Wa!” “Hum, what about I’ll
change your pyjamas first.” “Wa!” “Hum what about-” “Wa wa wa wa!” 

Anyway,  we  met  at  Evans Pass carpark.  The CTC group  took  off  and  swiftly  started
following a track towards Godley Head. Elliot managed to keep up for one or two minutes,
but then a cattle stop interrupted his efforts and stopped him from progressing any further.
I put him in my child pack, sped up and caught up with the main group about 10 minutes
later. Then, Ellic wanted to get down again. After 10 minutes, he completely lost the group
and wanted to be carried. And this way we continued to Godley Head where we stopped
for a morning tea. 

About an hour later, we descended to Boulder Bay for lunch. What a stunning place! It’s
hard to believe that in Christchurch there is such a place with an overwhelming feeling of
remoteness. From the bay, we climbed back to the track and continued to Taylors Mistake,
took 193 track up the road and then Scarborough Bluffs Track back to the cars. It was a
pretty epic track actually, this is my favourite loop in Port Hills now. Great variety and really
good undisturbed views. Thanks, Mike, for leading such trips! 

Rough stats: 16 km, 5h 30 min, 600m ascent 
Route marked in red

Participants: Michael Newlove (leader), Michal Klajban (photos, scribe, GPX), Elena San
Claudio, Jay Bester, Murtuza Bohari, Ingrid Starink, Mudassar Shahzad, Symon Holmes,
Bernhard Parawa, Adnan Yaqub, Chris Freear, Bryce Williamson, Kaveh Mazloomi, John
Shrewsbury, Helen Sutton, Lucy Adams, Shontae Bingle, Louise Holder 

− 13 −



29 August 2022

In the Beginning 1932

In the Beginning 

There was a group of YMCA happy wanderers waiting at the bus stop after a lovely walk in
the Port Hills discussing the official edict handed down from YMCA HQ - “tramping on a
Sunday is not a great idea, as this day should be used for more serious church centred
endeavours”. 

The group consensus was that this was a truly daft idea and perhaps they should start up
a tramping club instead, because that sounded a really good idea. And so, the Te Hapu
Koa  tramping  club  was  born  in  June  1932  following  a  meeting  of  the  25  founding
members. Like any group of Kiwi’s who have a common idea the first thing they did was
form a committee. Once that important task was taken care of, they organised a tramping
trip, after purchasing a first aid kit and a Primus cooker for boiling the group’s tea billy. 

The #1 trip plan was to take the train from CHCH to Motukarara, walk up to Gebbies Pass
and then along the Summit Road to the Sign of the Takake before taking the tram home.
The weather  forecast  for  the  schedule  tramp was not  great,  so  they postponed it  for
another weekend. The weather on the rescheduled date turned out to be not a lot better
but they decided let’s go anyway. 

Off the train at Motukarara and off up the road they went towards Gebbies Pass with a
morning smoko break on the roadside to setup the new Primus cooker and boil the tea
billy. However due to the lack of any pre-trip testing they discovered that it did not have
enough fuel to boil the billy which caused a great deal of concern. In face of this disaster
someone mentioned there was a road worker’s hut just up road and they should go there
and ask to use their coal range. The group packed up their gear in light drizzle and headed
up the road to discovered that nobody was home. In no time at all the hut was full of damp
trampers, the range was lit, and the billy was on the boil. Full of tea and food they then
tramped up to Gebbies Pass and along the Summit Road. On the top of the ridge the
group debated what would be the most interesting route to take to the Sign of the Bellbird
and because they failed to reach a consensus, they split the party into several smaller
groups before continuing along the way. A member of the group that decided to take the
rock hopping route managed to cut their leg on a rock which gave that group a chance to
use the newly purchased first kit. At the end of the trip the group re-assembled, tired and
slightly damp, to discuss the trip and it was generally agreed that the day had been a great
success and they should run some more trips. 

And so ended the first ever trip run by the Te Hapu Koa (aka CTC) Tramping Club and with
this trip they created a valuable template for the running every CTC trip ever run. So, ever
since June 1932 club members have been enthusiastically summitting mountains, climbing
up and down the hills, crossing rivers and drinking tea throughout NZ and overseas for
over 90 years. 

Chris McGimpsey ctcbirthday90@gmail.com 

31 August 2022

CTC/FMC Photo Competition 2022

Here  are  the  winners  of  the  2022  CTC/FMC  photo  competition.  The  club  runs  a
competition to select two entries in each category which are then entered into the FMC
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competition. We don’t have any prizes, but anyone who wins in the FMC competition will
receive a prize. The Funniest Photo category is not part of the FMC competition; we’ve just
added it so we can have a good laugh. 

ABOVE BUSHLINE (With a Human Element) 

Paul Yeoman The Light Between 

Gort Stephan Sunset at Pioneer Hut 

ABOVE BUSHLINE (With no Human Element) 

Louise Petrie Snow-blasted on Mt Barossa 

Gort Stephan Sunset on Fox Glacier 

BELOW BUSHLINE (With a Human Element) 

Emma Rogers The last of the afternoon light returning from Lake Morgan 

Barney Stephenson Sparkles 

BELOW BUSHLINE (With no Human Element) 

Sharon Brophy Kaikoura sunrise 

Louise Petrie Lake Clearwater, Hakatere 

FUNNIEST PHOTO 

Barney Stephenson Online tramping 

Bryce Williamson Brycicle 

HISTORIC 

Barney Stephenson Garden gulley hut, Croesus Track 1980 

Bryce Williamson Franz Josef Glacier March 1959 

LONG EXPOSURE 

Bryce Williamson Milky way from Butchers Flat 

Symon Holmes Tents at Tarn hut 

NATIVE FLORA & FAUNA 

Vanessa Smith Kea at Mueller Hut 

Sharon Brophy Tui 

6-24 September 2022

What did you do last Xmas?

Many CTC trip reports over the years explain with varying degrees of success the how,
what & who details around the actual events vs the planned club trip. They can be brief,
extremely detailed, technically precise, have maps, GPS tracks, written as limericks or
songs, be accompanied by photos or video but the one thing they have in common is that
they all provide a wonderful source of tramping information. 

The 1946-47 Xmas trip to the Lower Hollyford, Martins Bay, Big Bay, Pyke, Routeburn &
Paradise has a concise footnote which I think sums up their whole trip nicely and invites
the reader to read the entire trip report. 

“An excellent trip with first class companions, somewhat spoiled by an unreliable pack-
man who failed to deliver food supplies to the various depots.” Una Cocks 

Over the years many a club member has been on what  appeared to be a trip where
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despite the best organisation & planning various events have conspired to derail the trip
completely. 

When that happens the actual outcome of the trip is determined by what the trip members
do to best manage the circumstances and overcome any difficulties presented. If you go
on enough tramping trips eventually you realise that looking back the trips that really stick
in your mind are the ones where things didn’t go to plan, because that it when you get to
understand the capabilities and spirit of the people you tramp with. 

To quote a past member of the club “all the great sunsets & sun rise, summits and grand
scenery have faded into the mists of time, but the people who were with me on a trip when
times were tough, I remember them like yesterday.” 

So, I guess the question for any past or present CTC member today is “when you think
about past club trips, what trip do you remember as the most memorable and why” 

Come along on the 15th October and tell us your answer. 

Chris McGimpsey, Vice President, 027 657 3070 

More about the CTC
CTC Overdue Trips: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about a
trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the trip
is delayed. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
a Club Officer (do not leave messages).

We  recommend  you  start  with  the  Club  Captain,  then  the  Gear  Custodian,  then  the
Presidents, then the Trip Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut – if no contact
can  be  made  then  the  Police.  Refer  to  the  list  of  Club  Officers  below,  and  on
www.ctc.org.nz.  Members  (particularly  Trip  Leaders)  please discuss this  arrangement
with your loved ones so they are aware of this procedure. 

Club Officers

President: John West 021 230 2536

Vice President: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070

Secretary: Monika Bratownik 021399750

Treasurer: Carol Horgan 027 212 7294

Club Captain: Bryce Williamson 021-0232-2310

New Members 
Rep:

John Kerkhofs 0212429253

Day Trip 
Organiser:

Chantal McCarthy 0274137691

Training Officer Daniel Gillies 027 222 8845

Youth Program Liz Wightwick 0276332038

Gear Custodian:
Barney 
Stephenson

027 358 3281

Editor: Peter Hinchey 0225948023

Hut Convenor: Donald Carnielo 338-9865

IT Convenor: Nick Edwards 0273656751

Access Officer: Ian Dunn 0212141907

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 27 October 2022 – Thanks
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